Spring 2007 Journalism 401 002

First Amendment and Society

Preliminary Syllabus & Class Schedule

(Subject to Change)

Tuesdays and Thursdays • 4:00-5:15, Rm. 105

Reynolds School of Journalism

Professor Edward M. Lenert

Office: RSJ303A. Tel: (775) 784-1003 (Please send me an email rather than calling and leaving a voice message).

Email: Lenert@UNR.edu
Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 3:00 PM – 4:00 PM and Wednesdays 4-5:00 PM.
SCHEDULE & ASSIGNMENTS

Note: The assigned pages after the name of the case below refer to the 8th edition.  The 9th edition pages will be announced in class.

(The highlighted links are clickable)
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1. January 23. (Tue.)

Introduction to media law and ethics. 

2. January 25 (Thurs.)

The law of libel.  

Reading due: New York Times v. Sullivan, p. 85-111.

3. January 30 (Tue.)

Libel, part one  

Reading due: Introduction to the US Legal System, p. 1-26.

Brief #1 due: New York Times v. Sullivan. 

4. February 1 (Thurs.)

Libel part two

Readings due: Milkovich v. Lorain Journal, 147-151

5. February 6 (Tue.) 

Libel part three

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Reading due: Gertz v. Welch, p. 112-136

Brief #2 due: Gertz v. Welch
6. February 8 (Thurs.)

Limitation of Libel

Readings due: Sharon v. Time, p. 94 and handout on Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAP).

7. February 13 (Tue.)

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Privacy, part one.

Readings due: Florida Star v. BJF, 229-241

Brief #3 due: Florida Star v. BJF
8. February 15 (Thurs.)

Privacy, part two

Readings dues: including Cox v. Cohn, p. 187 -228

9. February 20 (Tue.)

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Physical and emotional harm

Readings due: Eimann v. Solider of Fortune, 293-303

Brief #4 due: Eimann v. Solider of Fortune
10. February 22 (Thurs.)

Physical and emotional harm, part two

Readings due: including Hustler v. Fallwell and Herceg v. Hustler, p. 258-292

11. February 27 (Tue.)

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Free press and fair trial

Readings due: Nebraska Press Assn v. Stuart, p. 509-518.

Brief #5 due: Nebraska Press Assn v. Stuart
12. March 1 (Thurs.)

Free press and fair trial, part two

Readings due: including Maxwell v. Shepard, p. 495-509 and p. 534-540 (the OJ case).

13. March 6 (Tue.)

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Advertising and commercial speech

Readings due: Central Hudson Gas v. PSC of New York, p. 427-446

Brief #6 due: Central Hudson Gas v. PSC of New York

14. March 8 (Thurs.)

Advertising and commercial speech, part two

Readings due: Banzaff v. FCC, p. 762-764

15. March 13 (Tue.)

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Access to media

Readings due: Miami Herald v. Tornillo, p. 645-659

Brief #7 due: Miami Herald v. Tornillo
16. March 15 (Thurs.)

Access to media, part two

Readings due: Red Lion v. FCC, p. 659-673 and The role of media in a democratic society, p. 739-756

Spring Break, no class March 20 and March 22

17. March 27 (Tue.)

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Access to information

Readings due: NY Times v. United States (Pentagon Papers case), p. 345-369

Brief #8 due: NY Times v. United States 
18. March 29 (Thurs.)

Access to information, part two

Readings due: Access to public records, p. 587-596 and media access in time of war, p. 609-612.

19. April 3 (Tue.)

Indecency and obscenity

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Reading due: FCC v. Pacifica, p. 809-836

Brief due #9: FCC v. Pacifica

20. April 5 (Thurs.) 

Indecency and obscenity, part two

Reading due: Miller v. California, including p. 371-378 and 808-813

21. April 10 (Tue.)

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

Limits on free flow of information: Copyright

Readings due: Harper & Row v. Nation, p. 316-329

Brief #10 due: Harper & Row v. Nation
22. April 12 (Thurs.)

Limits on free flow of information, part two

Readings: p. 304-316

23. April 17 (Tue.)

Summary and review

Rewrite of prior week’s brief, if any, due

24. April 19 (Thurs.)

Student presentations I

25. April 24 (Tue.)

Student presentations II

26. April 26 (Thurs.)

Student presentations III

27. May 1 (Tue.)

Student presentations IV

28. May 3 (Thurs.)

Student presentations V

29. May 8 (Tue.)

Review for final examination

_______________________________________________

Final Examination: Thursday May 10, 4:30-6:30 PM

Final project due: Friday, May 11, 4:45 PM in Instructor’s office. No email or fax final papers accepted without prior approval.
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